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the anterior boundary of the great sacro-sciatic foramen,
through which the sciatic nerve and gluteal vessels and" nerves
leave the pelvis. At its lower extremity it takes part in
forming a sharp curved prominence, the supracotyloid crest,
or superior ischiatic spine.
The upper extremity of the ilium forms a pronounced
curved edge, the crest, at the outer angle of which is formed a
strong ridge, limited by two pairs of tuberosities, the external
angle of the ilium or angle of the haunch (tuber coxse). The
inner angle is an acute process, the angle of the croup, which
forms the highest point of the skeleton in that region.
The lower extremity of the ilium joins the ischium and
pubis in the cotyloid cavity.
The Ischium is next in size to the ilium, and forms the
posterior part of the floor of the pelvis. It is flat and
irregularly quadrilateral. The upper surface is smooth and
nearly flat. The anterior border is thick and concave, and
forms the posterior boundary of the obturator foramen.
The posterior border is straight, and directed obliquely
forwards and inwards, forming, with its fellow of the opposite
side, a wide notch, the ischial arch. The external border is
smooth and concave, and forms the lower lip of the inferior
or lesser sacro-sciatic foramen. The internal border joins its
homologue of the opposite side to complete the ischio-pubic
symphysis.
The antero-external or cotyloid angle is the most volu-
minous, and joins the pubis and ilium in the cotyloid cavity.
The antero-internal angle joins the posterior angle of the
pubis.
The postero-external angle, commonly named the point of
hip, forms a thick process, tuber ischii, which is continued
forwards by a prominent ridge, elongated from before to
behind, the thin margin of which is curved outwards and
downwards (the inferior ischiatic spine).
The postero-internal angle constitutes with that of the other
ischium the summit of the ischial arch.
The Pubis is the smallest segment of the coxa, and forms
the anterior portion of the floor of the pelvis. It is irregularly
triangular in shape.
The upper surface is concave and smooth in tha adult mare,